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 Nothing is the same for col-
lege students, thanks to the corona-
virus. Most have moved out of resi-
dent halls. Their classes have moved 
online. Labs now bear little resem-
blance to normal. But one thing has-
n't changed, at least at some colleges: 
They're still being graded.  
 
A chorus of students from across the 
country is lobbying schools to stop 
grading on a traditional letter 
scale this semester. Instead, stu-
dents are asking for a pass-or-fail 
system. It's hard enough to manage 
the major disruptions caused by 
COVID-19 without having to worry 
about grades, they argue. Moving to 
online classes brings its own difficul-
ties, too, as some subjects typically 
require in-person, hands-on elements 
that don't translate well to video.  
  
In response to the recommendation 
from the Student Government Asso-
ciation and given the concerns of 
various members of the faculty, Rose
-Hulman’s faculty have approved 
temporary revisions to the institute’s 
grading policy. 
  
It remains a decision per student for 
any class completed for undergradu-
ate credit during Spring quarter, if 
the grades they receive will be re-
ported as a traditional letter grade or 
the credit/ no credit option.  
  
If students decide to use the credit/ 
no credit option, the grades they re-
ceive for Spring quarter will not be 
used to calculate the student’s new 
GPA. Students are allowed to trans-
fer as many or as little credit as they 
want towards the new option. Stu-
dents currently on probation or dou-
ble-probation will retain that status 
until a later term if they do not take 
at least 12 hours of graded course-
work during the Spring term. 
Faculty will submit letter grades as 
normal.  Students can then convert 
on a course-by-course basis to the 
credit/no-credit grading option as 
soon as the option is available and 
until one week after the Spring term 
grades are posted.   
  
Students who plan to attend gradu-
ate or medical school should be 
aware that most programs are now 
accepting credit/no credit classes 
only if your school did not give you 
an option to get a letter grade. You 
are able to look on most  of their 
websites to see the new policies be-
ing implemented. 
  
Due to the nature of Rose-Hulman 
faculty have been advised to allow 
for some down time late next week. 
This is not being implemented 
school wide due to the fact that we 
have already had spring break and 
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You decide what’s 
newsworthy.  
Rose’s Answer to the Current COVID Curriculum Crisis 
The new option of credit/ no credit is as follows from Provost Dr. Stamp-
er’s email: 
CR: Satisfactory. Replaces grades of C or better in the regular grading system. 
Credit is granted for this course, and it will fulfill college and major require-
ments. Courses with this grade fulfill prerequisite requirements that include a 
grade of C or better.  
DCR: Credit is given, but this grade may not be satisfactory for certain re-
quirements. Credit is granted for this course, while noting that the student’s 
work would have earned them a D or D+ letter grade had that option been 
chosen.  
NCR: No Credit/Not Satisfactory. Replaces an F in the regular grading sys-
tem. No credit is granted for this course.  
Students will be able to opt for one of these three options as an alternative to 
their typical GPA-affecting grade, up to one week after grades are posted 
Burning Man Gone Virtual 




 For those unfamiliar with 
this particularly outlandish com-
munity, the burning man festival is 
an annual event held in an ever-
changing city. Held in Black Rock 
City, Nevada, a brand new “city” is 
made each year. All the landmarks 
in the city are one in the same with 
art instillations, such as last years 
The Temple of Direction, a massive 
Japanese style temple built under 
the concept of metamorphosis and 
growth. 
  
This year however, Burning Man 
find’s itself restricted to the same 
rules as the rest of the world. The 
COVID-19 pandemic will force the 
festival to do something they’ve 
never seen before; they are going 
virtual. Honestly, a perfect fit to 
this year’s theme: Multiverse.  
The annual building of Black Rock 
City will not happen physically 
this year, it will instead be 100% 
online. Funded purely by dona-
tions, artists are going to have a 
change of pace. If you’ve never been 
to the Burning Man festival, like 
me, this may be an excellent place 
to get initiated into the craziness. 
The Temple of Direction, the art structure build for Burning Man 2019. Designed by Geordie Van Der Bosch as the temple 
for that year’s event 
Image Courtesy of architizer.com  
Staff Writer 
 
 I f  you asked the  a verage 
Br ian Wilson stan w hat  Mike 
L o v e ’ s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e 
c lass ic  “Wouldn’t  It  Be  Nice”  
was,  they w ould  answ er  some-
thing  l ike  this :  “ He ’ s  awful ,  
and stupid,  and re publican,  
a n d  id io t ic ,  a n d  h e  w r o t e 
nothing  as  sa id  Do n’t  Fuck 
With The  Formula  and the 
Beach Boys  w ould b e  better  
without  him”.  
 
Yes ,  the  Beach Boys ,  that  old-
ies  band you d on’t  car e  about .  
 
The  Beach Boys .  I  bet  you 
haven’t  even thought  about  
them s ince  your  mom total ly  
embarrassed you by  dancing  
along to  “ Fun,  Fun,  Fun”  and  
s a y i n g  “ T h i s  i s  w h a t  w e 
thought  was  cool  back in  my  
day”  as  you wished y ou could  
go back l istening  to  Simple  
Plan.  
 
Well  shame on y ou,  d ear  read-
er ,  for  The  Beach Boys  are  
pretty  much responsible  for  
creat ing  modern pop music ,  as  
wel l  as  the  now lauded Ba-
roque  Pop movemen t  of  the  
60s .  You know Phil  Spector ’s  
favor ite  student?  Br ian Wil-
son.  Who was  America ’s  f irst  
heartthrob hippie  pretty -boy? 
Dennis  Wilson .  Who ’s  melo-
d i e s  a n d  h a r m o n i e s  m a d e  
America  swoon to  a l l  he l l  and 
back?  Mike  Love .  
 
And who could  forget :  Car l !  
 
Yes ,  Mike  Love  was  u seful  and 
good and goo d and u seful .  No 
one  can deny  the  b eauty of  
“Surf in ’  USA” ’s  harmonies ,  led  
by an ascendant  Love ,  or  “ I  
G e t  A r o u n d ” ’ s  i n c r e d i b l y 
dreamy fa lsetto  lead.  He  was  
instrumental  in  the  recording  
a n d  l y r i c a l  c o m p o s it i o n  o f  
“Cal i forn ia  Gir ls”  an d “Good  
Vibrat ions” .  He  helped process 
the  quiet  desperat ion and sad-
ness  of  “ In  My R oom ” int o a  
ver itable  c lass ic .  Mike  Love  
w a s  n e c e s s a r y  i n  c r e a t i n g 
these  hits  and more ,  and to  
dimin ish  the  role  he  played in  
the  development  of  the  Beach 
Boys  during  the  ear ly  60s  on ly  
serves  as  an exercise  in  hero 
worship .  It  a l lows the  l istener  
t o  r e ve r e  B r ia n  a n d  B r ia n  
a l o n e ,  t o  c r e a t e  a  f a n t a s y  
w o r l d  w h e r e  B r ia n  W il s o n  
wasn’t  stopped by his  internal  
demons ,  but  by outs id e  forces .  
 
T h is  i s  t h e  f a n t a s y  w o r l d  
where  the  term “Do n’t  Fuck 
With the  Formula”  co mes  into  
existence .  In  any  go od story ,  
there  is  a  hero and a  vi l la in ,  
and who  better  to  pla y  the  v i l -
la in  than the  man w ho wrote  
the  inane  lyr ics  about  surf ing 
inspired by the  sa int  Dennis ,  
who tragical ly  d ied before  this  
narrat ive  formulated.  He ’s  cer-
ta inly  a  better  f it  than Carl ,  
whose  re ign of  the  band was  
just  too  good  to  warr ant  true 
vi l la inizat ion  ( in  an a lternate 
u n ive r se ,  C a r l  t o u re d  w it h 
J immy Buffet) .  
 
No,  M ike  Lo ve  is  the  vi l la in  of  
this  story  for  a  few reasons .  
He  wrote  inane  lyr ics  about 
surf ing ,  while  remain ing  com-
p l e t e l y  u n l i k a b l e  a n d  n o t  
knowing how  to  surf .  He  had 
intercourse  with  man y women,  
but  st i l l  carr ied ‘ the  creepy 
uncle ’  v ibes  o n and  o f f  s tage .  
Worst  of  a l l ,  the  music ian just  
couldn’t  write  a  good tune .  
“Kokomo” remains  on e  of  the  
worst  things  ever  tur ned loose  
upon humanity ,  in  my  opinion,  
however  it  was  adore d by the  
public .  Unf ortunate ly  due  to  
its  success  it  unlea shed the 
one  of  the  m ost  d isappointing  
phases  of  the  tourin g  Beach 
Boys  I ’ve  ever  seen,  as  wel l  as  
the  most  horr i f ic  reco rded ver-
s ion of  the  band s ince  15  Big  
Ones  ruined American c lass ics  
c irca  1976.  
 
It  especia l ly  hurt  because  it  
was  recorded and re l eased at  
the  same t ime as  Br ian Wil-
s o n ’s  m o st  b eau t i ful  p ie ce ,  
“Love  and  Mercy” ,  a  s ong st i l l  
revered to  this  day,  and the  
one  with  which Mr.  Wilson  
ends  a l l  o f  h is  l ive  perfor-
mances .  
 
Al l  th is  makes  Mike  Love  just  
the  perfect  scapegoat ,  the  man 
who ruined the  Bea ch Boys  
and kept  Br ian from r ecording  
h i s  m a s t e r p ie c e  S m i l e ,  d e -
stroyed the  band’s  creat ive  
spir it ,  and  overal l  ju st  made 
l i fe  di f f icult  for  us  fans  by re-
leas ing  ins ipid  music .  
Ear l ier  on  I  mentio ned that  
every  good  story  needs  a  vi l -
la in ,  but  do y ou know what  
every  great  story  has?  No v i l -
la in  at  a l l .  
 
Do  you  want  t o  be  a  true  
Beach Boys  fan?  To  appreciate  
a l l  the  music  has  to  of fer?  
Then let  go  of  y our  hatred of  
Mike  Love .  Let  the  man be .  
Start  re l istening  to  t he  ear ly 
s t u f f ,  a n d  a p p r e c ia t e  w h a t  
Mike  Lo ve  brought  t o  the  ta-
ble .  Get  out  of  the  Smile  Ses-
s ions  and Pet  Soun ds  hole .  
Recognize  the  beauty,  grace ,  
and lo vely  melo dy br ought  to  
the  table  with  Carl ’s  work for  
the  band.  Try  Love  You.  Try  
20/20.   Try  Wild  Ho n ey a l l  the  
way through,  instead of  just  
the  t it le  track.  Learn why Bri-
an Wils on fe l l  apart .  Do re-
search on how Bria n ’s  state  
a f f e c t e d  r e c o r d i n g .  
Acknowledge  Dennis ’  f r iend-
ship  with  the  Manso n Fam ily  
and f inal ly  come t o  te rms with  
his  death .  Recognize  the  good 
and the  bad in  a l l  of  the  band 
members .  Stop blaming Mike  
Love  f or  Sm ile ’s  fa i l ure .  And 
above  a l l :  take  “Kok omo” out  
of  your  Beach Boys  pla yl ist .  
 
Next  Week,  a  piece  on  The  
Smile  Sess ions  and Br ian Wil-
son’s  Smile .  Next  Week,  a  
piece  on The  Sm ile  Sess ions  
and Brian Wilson’s  Sm ile .   
The Real Villain 
Mike Love 
How to Make Roasted Vegetables 
Guest Writer 
 
1. Turn your oven to 350 de-
grees Fahrenheit or 176 de-
grees Celsius.  
 
2. Is the vegetable really 
soft? Like Zucchini or Egg-
plant? Slice it up, lay it out, 
and salt it before throwing it 
in the oven. Wait 20 minutes 
to 2 hours until it’s dry-ish. 
 
3. COAT. Coat the vegeta-
bles, sliced or not, in oil and 
salt. Preferably a good 
American Olive Oil. 
 
4. Throw them in the oven, 
leave them be for the first 10 
minutes, then start checking 
on them occasionally. 
 
5. Are they done? Almost 
done? If so, then turn the 
broiler on, cause you need 
some maillard in your life.  
 
6. Broil for like, 2 - 5 
minutes. 
 
7. Let cool so you don’t burn 
your mouth. 
 
8. Enjoy! Preferably with a 
good steak, scotch, or pasta 
dish. 
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When you want some toasty veggies to snack on. 
Image courtesy of Vice.com 
Image courtesy of theKitchn.com 




Modern phones, whether Apple 
or Android, have some sort of wire-
less charging capability. You put 
your device on some sort of “Qi-
certified” charging pad and the al-
most-empty battery icon changes to 
tell you that your precious lithium 
ion battery is sucking in energy 
through the wonders of inductive 
charging. Now, since this technolo-
gy is in its infancy, of course it’s 
limited to purpose-built charging 
pads and docks. However, what if 
we removed that constraint? You 
walk into your house, put your 
p h o n e  o n  y o u r  b e d  o r  y o u r 
nightstand or wherever, hop in the 
shower, and when you come out you 
feel refreshed, but not just because 
of the shower, because your phone 
has charged! We can always dream.  
But maybe we don’t always have 
to dream: wireless charging like this 
exists already, albeit in a sort of me-
ta-infancy. A newborn technology 
contained within a newborn tech-
nology… don’t read into that sen-
tence too much. Anyway, a quick 
Google search of  “over -the-air 
charging” led me to the Energous 
WattUp, an Amazon Echo doppel-
ganger designed purely for charging 
devices with the same wireless 
charging technology, with a range of 
approximately 15 feet. It doesn’t 
seem to be in full production, as it 
was shown at CES 2019, which is 
basically an event that companies 
like Samsung or LG show up to in 
order to flex their bendable displays 
(get it, flex?) and Smart Pillows and 
what have you. 
This WattUp device, as well as 
some products I’ve used myself, 
have got me thinking about how the 
future could shape up if we invested 
more in wireless charging tech. You 
see, I’m one of those people that la-
bels myself as a savvy consumer, but 
in reality it just means I spend too 
much money on things that most 
people consider gimmicks. For ex-
ample, I bought this hundred-dollar 
Logitech mouse pad that charges my 
(also Logitech) wireless mouse. It’s 
sort of an overpriced proof-of-
concept, but at least it’s a proof-of-
concept that works. However, the 
device's design has given me some 
interesting ideas about what we 
could do for the future. The pad 
consists of two main parts: the first 
is this big rubber unit that makes 
up the bulk of the device and has 
the actual charging tech in it. The 
other portion is an interchangeable 
surface piece that lets you personal-
ize the pad a little bit. I can’t say I 
have a particular preference for ei-
ther, but let’s say we extrapolate 
this idea to something bigger….  
Say you’re having a house built, 
or maybe you’re doing some remod-
eling. You decide to replace your old 
faux wood kitchen counter with 
some nice granite, or maybe go with 
some butcher block with a nice coat 
to give it some shine. Instead of 
buying just any old countertop, 
though, you get some new, high-
tech offering that has wireless 
charging technology inside it. Can 
you imagine how cool it would be to 
set your phone down to charge on 
any flat surface in your house? I 
think it would be really cool if we 
managed the same thing without 
needing to put down the phone at 
all. You walk into a building and 
your phone starts charging over-the
-air. 
I  d o n ’ t  r e a l l y  h a v e  t h e 
knowledge to say if something like 
this is feasible, or if it’s physically 
possible, but imagine the problems 
that could be solved with something 
like this: your phone never dies, you 
don’t have to deal with tangled 
charging cables, you don’t have to 
fill up boxes (and eventually land-
fills!) with bundles of cables, and 
you never have to dig through a pile 
of Lightning cables to find that one 
USB type C cable you need. Even if 
these things are just pipe dreams, I 
think we’re still in for an exciting, 
wire-related-frustration-free future. 
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Hopes and dreams about the future of mobile phone charging 
Image courtesy of Amazon.com 
DISCLAIMER: Anything that you see on this page, the Flipside, can be taken to be false information, with exception to the Wacky Prof an d Heard 
‘Round quotes. Anything that is not attributed to a specific author can be assumed to be written by me, Matthew Supp. If you have any questions, 
 comment, or content, do not hesitate to reach out to Matthew Supp, the Flipside Editor, at <suppmg@rose -hulman.edu>       Thank you for reading! 
TOP TEN 
NSFW Top Tens 
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CONTROVERSY AFOOT: 
 Apple claims they had no 
idea the fruit came first 
 Billy B. Ghades 
 
 With the coronavirus causing widespread panic and causing 
most of the country to go into a self quarantine, traffic has never 
been better. I, being the incredibly smart person I am, took this op-
portunity to visit one of my least favorite places, Apple HQ, to try 
and piece together why they are so bad.  
 As the number of people working at Apple HQ decreases, so 
does the likeliness of being caught trespassing. Using this brilliant 
fact, I was able to easily break in sneak in walk into the building 
and right up the big man himself, Steve Jobs.  
 He did not look at all surprised to see me. I’m not sure why 
but he had quite a dead look on his face, but was very receptive to 
my being there. I started off by sitting down on one of his seventeen 
blow up chairs, and almost immediately started drilling him with 
questions… 
  
 Me: Why the chairs Steve? 
 Steve: They help me maintain a stern façade even in the face  
              of high quality silliness. 
 
 Me: Why electronics as your industry of choice? 
 Steve: If you work with and create the most advanced  
  technologies, no one will bat an eye when they  
  discover the truth. 
 
 M: What is your favorite dessert? 
 S: The simulations are slowing down, can you feel it? They are 
      running out of time and ideas. 
  
 M: Mhmm, interesting. And what about colors, do you have  
       any particular favorites? 
 S: The day will soon come, the day when it stops, when the  
      clocks stand still and the birds drop. 
 
 M: And if I were a worm, would you still love me? 
 S: I can see them, the ones who watch us. They mock their    
      own creations without knowing we can hear them. 
 
 M: If I say the words ‘Child Labor’, what comes to mind? 
 S: Everyday, every hour, every minute they stay in an  
      untouchable place, hoping that they will not be found. 
 
 M: All right Steve, last question. Where’s the bathroom? 
 S:  Down the hall to the left, right past the ‘Please don’t add      
      any more cameras’ poster and the 35 ft painting of me.  
 
 Make of these answers as you wish, but I think one thing is 
for certain: that was definitely not my ADHD medication I took  
earlier. I cannot tell you what these responses mean in terms of the 
controversy at hand, as Mr. Jobs refused to answer any questions 
regarding the company logo.  
 I will continue my efforts to uncover the real truth here. Did 
Apple know they were stealing a fruit’s name? Did doing so bear 
them any fruit? Will the fruits of their labors ever amount to  
anything but more cameras? Only time will tell. 
Flipside Flipside 
Joke of the Week:  
What’s black and white and read all 
over? 
Not the Rose Thorn 
 Top Ten Ways Students are Dying at Rose 
 
- Homework due 8 days out of 7 
 Top Ten Ways You can be Intimate During Quarantine 
 
- Livestream on OnlyFans 
 Top Ten Ways to Get Away with Killing Your Husband 
 Top Ten FDA Unapproved Ways to Enlarge Your Deceased 
Husband’s Genitals 
 Top Ten Ways to Stay Sane During This Shit 
 Top Ten Ways to Get Wasted During Online Class Meetings 
  
- VODKA 
- Cupcake Moscato 
- 375mL (NOT 750 mL) bottle of Scotch 
 Top Ten Opinions on Tiger King 
 Top Ten Ways to Withhold Funds From the State Gov’ts 
 Top Ten Mixed Drink Recipes That are at Least 90% alc. 
  
- Everclear + Moonshine = A Really Fun Time 
 Top Ten Ways to Become a Millionaire 
 Top Ten Ways to Cry of Loneliness and Boredom From Your 
12 Bedroom Mansion 
 Top Ten Ways to Push Blame to State Governments 
 Top Ten Ways to Make Your Article Clickbait 
 
- TOTALLY REAL 
- NOT FAKE AT ALL 
- ABSOLUTELY LEGIT 
 
WACKY PROF QUOTES 




“That’s truly the Rose way– doing everything fast 
whether we understand it or not… oops I mean ‘with 
high quality work’”  
- Dr. Tarrant 
 
“Does anyone else want to try, I have more alcohol”  
-Dr. Thom 
 
“You know how we know he was a good  
Mathematician...He spent the last few years of his life 
in the crazy house”  
- Dr. Green 
 
“Just sit back and enjoy this lecture. Its like a concert 
onl much better.”  
- Dr. Eichholz 
 
“Have you ever tried eating your teeth, with your 
teeth? Yea, its like that.”  
- Dr. Micah Taylor 
 
“So we can do it the brilliant way or go through  
misery. So we’re going to do the misery way. Why? 
Because we need to suffer first.”  
-Dr. Butske 
 
Did your prof say something hilarious or just great out of 
context? Did you hear something confusing or funny on 
your jaunt about the fine halls of this institution? We 
want to hear about it! Send your quotes with who said it 
to suppmg@rose-hulman.edu or fill out this nifty google 
form: https://goo.gl/forms/bB339sx6GHohggYt1  
